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Suppliers of Software & 
Systems Integration:

 

Salem Automation , Inc. 
Winston-Salem, NC 

Corbin Russwin        
Project Leader:         
Neil Hartfield 

Existing Hardware:

 

2 clustered VAX 4705A 
KEYS machines 

512 MB memory 

39 disk drives,               
1 GB each 

19 shadowed drives in    
2 member sets, striped 

DLT tape backup 

Existing Software:

 

CHARON-VAX XL Plus 

Alpha OpenVMS 

FORTRAN 77 &          
FORTRAN 90, C, MMS, 
CMS, Datadrive, Pascal 

VMS Version 5.2 

Project Installation com-
plete:   August, 2005 

     Corbin Russwin was paying substantial amounts for system hardware mainte-
nance and VMS software support.  Corbin didn’t want to invest  the substantial 
amounts into a migration to another system. Also there was concern about the risk of 
hardware failure for systems that would need to be maintained for many more years.  
Corbin Russwin contacted Salem Automation via their office in Monroe, NC to begin 
the process of investigating migration to CHARON VAX.     

Salem Automation provided a site visit for the Corbin Russwin staff to The Bell 
Group in Albuquerque to see a CHARON VAX in use in Manufacturing.  This trip was 
critical in demonstrating a successful CHARON VAX conversion.    Salem Automation 
additionally setup a demo unit for the IT staff to understand the new technology.  This 
demo showed major improvements in comparison to the existing system. 
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The Solution to the Challenge 

  

After exploring several options, Corbin Russwin contacted Salem Automation.   Salem Automation provided a 
complete solution to the problem.  Salem Automation provided CHARON-VAX XL hardware emulation software 
which eliminated the need for the old hardware and processes. The improvements were dramatic.    Said Neil 
Hartfield, IT Director of Corbin Russwin:  

“We initially eyed the CHARON VAX Emulators as a too-good-to-be-true solution. However, with 
the combination of SRI’s solidly coded software and Salem Automation’s expertise and commit-
ment to the project we were able to prove that it was all true!” 

Berlin, CT 


